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| þ T he . 1 the church 
; of England 1 in Connecticut. 
| | Againſt | 


The Invectives contained in a Sermon 


preached at Stanford by Mr. Noah 
Hobart, Dec. 31. 1746. 
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FRIEND. 
| By Trans W ETMORE, A. M. | 


Rector of the Pariſh of Rye, and Miſſionary from the venerable 
Society for the ob of the Goſpel in foreign Parts, 
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Toa FRIEND. 


Should have excuſed my ſelf the Trouble of defend- 
ing the Conſtitution of the Church of England againſt 
the Objections in Mr. Hobart's Sermon, _ deferred 
the Taſk, to ſome abler Pen ; but to gratify your 
Requeſt, and take a Share of "the Burthen with my 
Brethren, I willingly comply with your Deſire, not 

diſcerning any Difficulty in the Undertaking, that will 
exceed a very ordinary Capacity. You will not, I pre- 
ſume, expect that I ſhould trouble my ſelf or you, with 
Remarks upon any Thing in his Diſcourſe, beſides thoſe 
Paſſages that are deſigned to aſperſe our Conſtitution ; 
and deter ſerious People from conforming to the Worſhi 
and Diſcipline of the national eftabliſhed Church of E * 


And as Opportunities are now given for ſuch Conformity, 


by having Congregations in Communion with the Church of 
England, in many of your Towns; the Reaſons for con- 
forming, will deſerve the ſerious Attention of ſuch People 
N er no Intereſt whatſoever to that of pleaſing GOD, 
ſecuring their eternal Happineſs ; which can only be 
done, by a Sri and careful PraQtice of their whole ; Daly, 
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his Diſcourſe was delivered. 
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6 AV indication of the Profeſſors 


whatever Temptations may aſſault their Virtue. And if any 
Objections, are thought weighty and forceable, againſt 
conforming, we ſhould all of us be pleaſed to ſee them 
offered in their full Strength; that we may thereby be re- 
claimed from deſtructive Errors, if we have embraced them, 
or have Opportunity, by refuting ſuch, in the Spirit of 
Meekneſs, to repreſent Truth in its native Luſtre, that it 
may invite the Embraces of all ſuch as are honeſtly diſpoſed 
to receive it. | 1 


Mr. Hobart's Attack upon the Conſtitution of the Church 


of England, being deſigned to deter Men from conforming, 
eſpecially in New-Eng/and ; it will be proper to conſider the 
Force of his Objections, as they may be intended. 


1. Againſt the Safety or Lawfulneſs of the Communion 


of the Church of England, eſpecially in Connecticut. 
2. Apainſt the Expediency. Or, + i 
3. Againſt the Necęſſity of conforming in Point of Duty. 


We aſſert the Communion of the Church of England, in 
all the Territories belonging to the Kingdom of England, 


to be ſafe and lawful, in Reſpect of the Laws of GOD and 


Man: we aſſert it to be, not only expedient, but neceſſary 
too, in Order to diſcharge the Duty we owe to GOD, and 
the Peace and Order of Society, that every Man that has 
Opportunity, ſnould actually embrace this Communion. Men 


not only conſiſtently with their Duty may, but to diſcharge 


their Duty must, be of the Communion of the Church 
of  Erpland, if they are Members of the Nation of 
England. N a TE : ROST-ES ra 


| Theſe muſt be ſuppoſed to be the real Sentiments of all 


thoſe, who endeavour to proſelite Men from every Sect to 
the Communion of the eſtabliſhed Church; and I will offer 
ſomething for Confirmation hereof before I finiſh, But ſhall 
begin with conſidering Mr. Hobart's Objectionss. 


. As they ſeem to be levelled againſt the Safety or Law- 
fulneſs of this Communion, eſpecially in Connecticut, where 
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of the Church of England, We. 5 


1 fay ſeem to be levelled, becauſe moſt of his Readers will 
underſtand that to be the Sequel of his Objections; and that 


they would not be worth the Pains he takes, if this Conclu- 
ſion was not to be inferred : Although he has not indeed 


put his Arguments in Mood and Figure. 


To be Fellow-Labourers, he calls an Important Part of the 
Minifterial Character. Page 10. I ſhall not crack my Brains 
to comprehend the Profundity of this Aſſertion. But this be- 
ing the Theme of his Diſcourſe; he would have his Hearers 
conſider and comprehend, that all Miniſters of Chriſt, 
are Fellow-Labourers, Thus he explains his Senſe of 
being Felloau-Labourers; ſome would think he /cems to 
conclude, that Men can't be Minifters of Chriſt, if they 
don't anſwer his Deſcription in that“ Inportant Part of the 


* miniſterial Character: And then, he tells us, Page 20. 


& There are ſeveral Things oppoſite hereto, and which, where - 
« ever they obtain, prevent Miniſters acting in the Charac- 
« ter under which they are mentioned in his Text, i. e. 
Fellow-Labourers.— Then he adds, A fixed PRELACY in 
« the Church is another Thing repugnant to, and deſtructive 
«© of that Equality which renders Goſpel-Miniſters Fellow- 
« Labourers, This you all know (quoth he) obtains in the 
« Church cf England; The Conſequence muſt at leaſt, 
ſeem to be, that the Communion of the Church of England is 
unſafe, Men can't ſafely or lawfully in the Sight of GOD 
join with them, becauſe ſo important a Part of the miniſterial 
Character is wanting among them. He lays ſo much Streſs 
upon this [portant Matter, that I can't think any indifferent 
Perſon will ſay J have put a forced Conſtruction upon his 
Diſcourſe, when I make the Concluſion to be a ſeeming to ſay, 
that our Miniſtry is ſo defective in an Inportant Part of the 
Character, that no ſerious Perſon ſhould venture to join him- 
ſelf to ſuch a Communion, What he ſays more largely and 
ng 4 of the Imperfection of the miniſterial” Character, 

age 21, &c. muſt be underſtood as delivered with a Defign 
to ſeem at leaſt to conclude, that ſo important Defects attend 
the Miniſtry of our Church, that a ſerious Chriſtian ſhould be 


afraid to become one of our Communion. Eſpecially 


Another 


6 ATV indication of the Profeſſors 
Another Objection lies . againſt the Safety and Lawful- 
neſs of joining with the Church of England in Connecticut, 
where his Diſcourſe was delivered, viz. That by leaving the 
Aﬀemblies of Worſhippers there formed, and going over to 
the Church of Englaud Profeſſion, he ſays, They contract 
<«. the awful Guilt of Schiſm, run into Parties, promote Se“ 
<« parations, divide and diſturb the Peace of the Church, rend, 
. not the Coat, but the Body of Chriſt,” Page 25, 26. 
Upon which he thus expoſtulates, Can you anſwer it to 
_ « GOD or your own Conſciences, &c. S0 that the Ob- 
ions againſt the Safety and Lawfulneſs of our Communion, : 
may be fairly underſtood or comprized under theſe two 
Heads. Unto which I ſhall reply in Order. EN. E 


Want 299 5, 008 
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1. By conſidering the Force of all bis Objections againſt 
the Validity and Regularity of our Miniſtry, on Account of 
the Hierarchy of our Church; i. e. The Prelacy eſta- 
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His Text is Philemon, ver. 24. Marcus, Ariftarchas, © 
Demas, Lucas, my Felloav- Labourers. The Sum of his Expo; 
ſition is, that true Miniſters of the Goſpel concur together, 
help, and not hinder one another in promoting the Deſigns 
of redeeming Grace, and are equal to one another in Power 
and Office. I am only at preſent concerned to examine his 
Arguments for levelling all Orders in the Church; and I 
ſhall be very willing to join in condemning all Practices that 7 
may be called counter-working the Miniſters of Chriſt.. 
eſteem none as Fel/low- Labourers with me, whoſe Works are 
a Controvention of my chief Defigns : But I would carry - 7 

this important Affair of being Fellow-Labourers, a little higher 
than Mr. Hobart has done; he only makes it neceſſary that 
the preſent Set of Miniſters, (and perhaps it may ſeem as if "1 
he had his Eye only to Connecticut) ſhould be Fellou-Las © 
bourers ; that they ſhould not oppoſe one another. = | 


It don't ſeem to me; that he intended it ſhould be nece | 
for the Miniſters of his Perſwaſion in Connecticut to be Fellow- 
Labourers, and therefore not oppoſe the 'Twenty-Six Biſhops 
in England ; much leſs our half Miniſters (as he would 
bave them eſteemed) the Preſbyters, Nay, I would. * 95 
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the Matter carried higher {till ; I am for being a Fellow- La- 

bourer with St. Paul himſelf, as Marcus and Lucas were Jaid- 
to be: This is applicable to all true Miniſters, they are. 
Fellow-Labourers with the holy Apoſiles ; and more than 
they are Workers together with GOD too. Which-is the 
ſame Word Synergoi in the Original, 1 Cor. iii. 9. This the 
Apoſtle preſumed to aſſert of himſelf and Apoſtles; and« L 
preſume he would have thought the Man very weak in 
Intellectuals, who ſhould have charged him with Blaſphemy, 
for making himſelf ua with GOD, his Fellow-Officer, 
with-equal Power, without Dependance or Suhordination 
As Mr. Hobart aſſerts the important Senſe of that Word 
to be. | | | 


\ 


There is nothing at all in his Text to reftri® the 
Senſe of the Word Felloav- Labourers, and oblige us to un- 
derſtand it in any different Senſe from that, the fame Apo- 
ſtle uſeth it in, when he ſays of himſelf and Apoſtles, th 
they are Synergoi, with GOD; and there is nothing in his 
Text to limit the Word to any other Senſe than the Word 
F elloau- Labourers will properly bear, when applied to & 

Father and his Sons, or a Maſter and his Servants, labourin 
together to accompliſh the ſame Work. And who won 
not think the Man, to be of very ſhallow Capacities, that 
would infer an Equality between Father and Sons, and be- 
tween Maſters and Servants, becauſe they are Synergory 
Workers together in the ſame Field? In producing an Ef- 
fect many efficient Cauſes may concur ; one Principal, the 
reſt Adjuvants, in Subordination, Concauſes or Kay 

urch 


each one a Cauſe in Proportion to his Efficiency 2 E 
Cauſe quanrvis non equales. * The higheſt Officer in the Ch 

may properly call a Number of the meaneſt | Chriſtians, 
Fellow- Chriſtians ; the greateſt Prince, may call a Number 
of Beggars Fellow-Men ; and the greateſt General, may 


call his Subalterns Fellow-Officers, and Fellow-Soldiers ; and 


what Man would infer an E quality in theſe Caſes, from ſuch 
Expreſſions, unleſs Mr. Hobart, to carry on a Defiga of de- 
iuding ignorant People: ? e n en 
I den't remember ever to have ſeen this Text of Mr. 
* Hobait's produced for demoliſtüng the HMierartiy, his fingular 
1 B SBasgacity 


10 l Vindication of the Profeſſors 
Sagacity muſt have. the Applauſe, of diſcovering in this Text 
4 Force that was never ſeen before, and St. Paul himſelf 
was ignorant of; or elſe I am ſure he would never have 
ſaid of himſelf and other Miniſters, we are Synergoi, with 
GOD. For if that Word had been capable in Reality of 
ſuch a Conſtruction as Mr. Hobart has put upon it, I mean 
to import Equality in Office or Efficiency, he that had 
more Goodneſs than to receive divine Honours, when the 
People would have forced them upon him, Ad, 14. 14. 
would have had ſo much Caution as not to have given ſuch 


a Handle to idolatrous Superſtition, as it muſt have done to . 3 
claim Equality with GOD. 
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I believe Mr. Hobart is the firſt Man that ever thought 
of making Demas an Apoſtle, of equal Authority with St. 
Paul, and the Af. ſtles lo called, to diſtinguiſh them from 
others that had miniſterial Power and Authority in the 
Church. And if Marcus was not advanced to the -Epiſco- 
pate, when St. Paul called him Fellow Labourer, as Mr. 
Hobart concludes he could not be, Page 24. i. e. that he could 
not till ſome Years after be, what the beſt Records of An- 
tiquity tell us he was at length, the firſt Biſhop of Alex- 
andria, we may finiſh the Retutation of Mr. Hobart's Ar- 
ment for Equality drawn from St. Paul's Synergo: in this 
Text, by obſerving the Imparity at that Time between St. 

Paul and Marcus; the one an Apoſtle, the other his Deacon, 
-| | for the Engliſh Word Miniſter is in the Original Diacones 3 

35 eontrary to Mr. Hobart's Obſervation, Page 16, that 

the Deacons are an Order inferior to the Miniſtry properly * 

4 ſo called: For the Miniſtry properly /o called, is in Greek 
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N Diaconia, and Miniſters properly ſo called in the New-Teſta- 
1 ment, Diaconoi, Deacons. _ | | 1 


And thus when Mr. Hobart thinks St. Paul was ordained © 


to the Apoſtolate, with Barnabas, Acts 13. and went upon 
3 the Work of converting the Gentiles ; Paul and Barnabas © 
5 Apoſtles, had this ſame Mars, who was alfo called John, _ 
1 for their Miniſter, in the Original Diaeconos. Acts 13. 5. 


That this was the ſame Marcus, Mr. Hobart allows Page 7. 5 
and that he accompanied Pu] and Barnabas from Fern/a- 3 
Ln de Antioch, jule before their Separation to this Work, 


—— 


— 


— — — 


e the Church of England, Ofc: fr 
Ad, 12. 25. Now as he was with them at Antioch, when 
they were thus ſolemnly ſeparated, by what Mr. Hobart wilt 
have an Ordination, Page 18. came with them from Fes, 
” ruſalem, when they had fulfilled their Mzinifry, was rather” 
2 ;hiir Attendant than they his, for *tis ſaid, Tley took with 
them John whoſe Sir name was Mart. And when thoſe 
two, by the Command of the Holy Ghoſt, had that ſolemn” 
Separation, which Mr. Hobart calls Ordination, and no Men- 
tion of Ma, in this Defignation, nor Reaſon to believe he 
Was ordained with them, and yet went forth to the Work 
with them their Synerges, called their Miniſter, Dzatonos,' 
Deacon; ſurely we have all the Reaſon in the World, to 

, * conſider them in a great Jniyuality, both as to Office and 
= Efficiency, and he muſt be more than weak, that will not 
acknowledge it; and therefore confeſs that Mr. Hobart's 
Text, had no Aim to equalize every Miniſter with the Bi- 
ſhops of the Church ; and whatever his other Arguments 
may prove, this Text will infer nothing at all to the Pre- 
= judice of the Form of Government, in the Church of 
Tg land, nor argue any Defect in the Orders of our Preſ- 
bytzrs, although they don't claim the Digniry or Power of 
Biſhops. | bs 1 


% 


But perhaps ſome of his Readers may think his Argument 
for Equality among Goſpel-Minifters, taken from the Com- 
= miſſion our Saviour gave to his Apoſtles, being but one and 
the ſame, deſigned for all Miniſters, may exclude all Impa- 
== riy in Office and Power; although the ſame may not be 
= inferred from their being Fellow: Labeurers. | 


This is an Argument that has been uſed before him; and 
may amuſe inattentive Readers, but is nothing more than 
= Amuſement; far from being a ſufficient Foundation to con- 
= clude that our Communion muſt be dangerous, or unſafe 
from any Effects of reſtraining the Power of Ordination and 
= chiefeſt Juriſdiction to the Biſhops, although but 26 among 
many Thouſands of the inferior Clergy, 


Vr. Hebart's Deſign is to aſperle our Conſtitution in Re. 
„FS of the Preſbyter's Office, and perſwade his ignorant and 
2 mattentive Readers, that ſuch of ' the Clergy of the — 
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of, Erglan as preach and adminiſter Sacraments in this 
ntry, not claiming all the Powers that Chriſt gave his 


Apoſtles by the Commithon Matth. 28. 19, 20. can have A 


no Power at all. 


Our Biſhops claiming all the Powers given by that Com- 
miſſion to the Apoſtles, may be truly the Apoſtle's Suc- 
egſſors; and if there were Miniſters ſubordinate and infe- 
xior to the Apoſtles in the Church, their Fellow-Labourers 
and Fellow-Officers too in a lower Order and Rank of Mi- 
2557 while the Apoſtles themſelves preſided, and exerciſed 

a prelatical Juriſdiction ; I can't ſee how their Commiſſion 
Which was as much one and the /ame while they lived, as it 
has been ſince, ſhould have ſuch a reftrainin Nature now ; ; 
that it muſt abſolutely in its Nature, forbid all Inequality 
of Powers, among ſuch as derive any Power from it, as 
Mr. Hobart ſeems to dream. 


The Sum of what he would have his Readers bellies is 
Page 17. In a Word, the Commiſſion Chrift gave his 
« Miniſters is one and the ſame ; all to whom this Com- 
© miſſion belongs have full and equal Right to uſe all the 
% Power and Authority contained in it; and they to whom 
it does not belong, are no Minifters of Chrift, nor do they 
« derive any Authority from him.” 


If Mr. Hobart thinks theſe Propoſitions have a neceſſary 
Connexion, I muſt beg Leave to be of another Mind : 
& The Commiſſion one and the ſame, therefore all to whom it 
belongs have full and equal Right to all the Powers, c?! 
The Weakneſs of this Inference may appear from his own Pa- 
rallel Inſtance, the Charter of Connecticut, which is one, but one 
and the ſame, which he ſays is the Governor s Commiſlion, 
and if ſo, then the Lieutenant-Governor and Aſſiſtants and 
Judges and Juftices and Capiains, in different and diſtinct Or- 
ders and with very different Powers ariſing from one Charter, 
and all authorized by it, not in Equality, _—_ "- 
Charter one and the ſame. 
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bart to illyſtrate the Nature of the Apollles 
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F the Church of England, & c. 13 
think: affords little of Argument or Illuſtration: Let us con- 
ſider how far there may be any Appearance of Truth in 
what Mr. Hobart aſſerts, and wherein his Miſtake lies. 
« All to whom this Commiſſion belongs have full and equal 
„ Right to uſe all the Power and Authority contained in it: 
Says Mr. Hobart. | . 


ar 


74 
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r 
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Anſ. 1. With Reſpect to the Apoſtles who were immedi- 
ately authorized to gather and govern the Church by this 
Commiſſion, it ſeems to make them Equals in that Power: 
Certainly it does not ſubject ſome unto any one of their 
Number: In ſhort there is no Pope eſtabliſhed by this Com+ 
miſſion : And yet I dare not ſay, that a Primate among the 
Apoſtles was repugnant to any Thing contained in this 
Commiſſion, provided he had been regul:rly choſen. by the 
College of Apcit'es, who ſeem to have a very ample Power 
given them, ard much left to their Wiſdom and Prudence 
eſpecially under the Guidance of Iaſpiration. And if for the 
more effectually promoting the great Deſign of their being 
authorized with this ample Power, they had thought fit, or 
ſhould have been afterwards directed by the Holy Ghoſt, to 
appoint a Preſident and Vice-Preſident out of their Number, 
and then ſhould have decreed, that in ordaining Colleagues 
in the Apoſtolate one of theſe ſhould preſide, and no ſuch. 
Ordination performed without the Preſident or Vice-Prefi- 
dent: And if they had been directed by the Holy Ghoſt, 
to eſtabliſh Preſidents and Vice-Preſidents ſo many as ſhould 


7 be ſufficient for Admiſſion of Colleagues into the Apoſtolate 
it in all Ages and Places, I can't conceive any Clauſe of the 


Commi Matth. 28. 19, 20. would have been contra - 
vened thereby, I ſee no Clauſe ſorbidding ſuch an Imparity, 
when it ſhould be regularly eſtabliſhed. | 7 


And as Mr, Hobart allows, that this Commiſſion, enabled 
them to provide a Succeſſion in their Office, Page 18.— 
J think we may fairly ſuppoſe alſo, it ſufficiently authorized 
them to concert ſuch Meaſures, and eſtabliſh ſuch Rules, as 
might ſeem convenient in an Affair of ſo much Importance 
to the Church, as the Succeſſion in the Apoſtolate, or Epiſ- 
copate which is the ſame, ſnould be; that faithful: Men in 
every. Age, might ſucceed. in that ſacred Office, and tho 
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A 


Church ſecured againſt Impoſtere, and every Danger of In- 
terruption in the Line of Succeſſion ; where ſo much de- 
pended upon that. | TTY mT 


That our Saviour gave his Apoſtles ſuch an ample Power, 


as included Authority to eſtabliſh Rules and Orders, for 
well diſcharging the great Truſt committed to them by their 
Commiſſion, which made them joint Colleagues, in di/cip/ing 
all Nations and teaching them to obſerve and do all Things 
auvbatſoever Chriſt had ccmmaumded; i. e. to behave them- 
ſelves as the Diſciples of Chriſt in all Inftances of Duty, in 
order to obtain the Happineſs and Salvation he came into 


the World to procure for them ; that the Apoſtles, I ſay 


had Authority, by their Commiſſion, to ſettle and eſtabliſh 
Rules and Orders for well diſcharging this Truſt, no Man 
need to doubt, who conſiders the Declaration with which 


our Saviour introduced their Commiſſion ; and the general | 


extenſive Expreſſions of the Commiſſion it ſelf ; as the ſame 
is recorded in the ſeveral Evangeliſts collated. St. Matthew 
tells us, that after his Reſurrection, he came unto his Diſci- 
ples, and ſaid unto them, All Power is given unto me in 
Heaven and in Earth, Matth. 28. 18. After aſſerting this 
ample extenſive Power given to bim, i. e. by his Father, he 
goes on according to St. John 20. 21. Peace be unto you: 


as my Fatber hath ſent me, even ſo ſend J you, i. e. with 


ample and extenſive Power, to do every Thing that may be 
roper and convenient for gathering, guiding and governin 
is Church, and continuing the Succeſſion in their own Of- 

fice ; as well as providing ſuch and ſo many Aſſiſtants, or 

Snergei with them, in Orders, or with Powers as various, as 


they ſhould find Occaſion for; and to qualify them for ſuch 
a Truſt, breathes on them, and ſays receive the Holy Ghoſt, 


&c. And promiſeth the Continuance of his gracious Aſſiſt- 


ance with them and their Succeſſors, unto the End of the 


World. + 


This ample Power delivered thus generally, without par- 
ticular Directions, muſt include a diſcretionary Power as to 


Modes and Particularities to be obſerved ; always to be 
fiſtent only, with the general Directions given, and ſuch. 
farther Inſtrüctions as might be given afterwards, from the 
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of the Church of England, &c. 1 5 


ſame Fountain : And ſuch they were taught to expect, 


by the Promiſe he made them of ſuch miraculous Inipira- 


tions, as were intended by their receiving Poxver, after that 
the Holy Ghoſt was come upon them, Acts i. 8. Under whoſe 


” Direction, eſpecially, if they had appointed ſtanding Rules 
in the Church, touching Primacy, and Preſidency in their 


own Office; ſuch Inequality as would neceflarily ariſe 
therefrom, would not have been repugnant to any Part of 
their Commiſſion or any Thing contained in it. Much 
leſs, . | 


2. With Reſpect to other Officers, or Miniſters in the 


Church, to whom this Commiſſion was not immediately 


civen by Chriſt : Can Equality among ſuch with any Pro- 
priety be argued from this Commiſſion; although they 


may be ſaid to be concerned in it, and have Power by it, 


as this Commiſſion authorized the firſt Apoſtles to convey all 
the Powers unto others, to act in the Name of Chriſt, as 
his Officers, which the various Exigencies of the Church re- 
quired ; and with Proviſion for perpetuating ſuch Powers 
by regular Succeſſion unto the End of the World. 


Every Order and Degree of Miniſtry in all Ages how 


different ſoever in Power and Deſignation, may be ſaid to 


be virtuated by this Commiſſion, as by this the Powers were 
derived from Chriſt to his Apoitles, to be conveyed by them 
to others, and ſo regularly handed down from Age to Age: 
But that the Commiſſion immediately given to the Apoſtles, 
ſhould properly and fſtrialy, be the Commiſſion given to any 
one beſides thoſe very Perſons upon whom he breathed, and 
ſaid, Receive the Holy Ghoſt, I can't ſee any Neceſſity to 
conclude. Nor can I ſee avy Ule of diſtinguiſhing between 
Commiſſion and Deſignation to an Office, and Truſt, when 
that is regularly made; he that has Power and Authority 
given him to act in Behalf of GOD and Chriſt, may be 
ſaid to have a Commiſſion or Deſignation to ſach Truſt, by 
whatever Means ſuch Authority is given according to Chriſt's 
Direction; and this Power being given to others from the 
Apoſtles ' by a ſolemn Ordination with Impoſition of Hands, 
conveying ſuch Powers as their Commiſſion authorized them 
to give, ſuch Ordination might as properly be called 99900 


— a „ 
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x6 4 Vindication of the Profeſſors 
miſſion as Deſignation ; and if the Apoſtles ordained, i. &. 
commiſſionated or: defignated ſome Perſons” to one Office 


or Truft, and ſome to another, as they found the Exigen- 
cies of the Church required; the ample Powers in their 


Commiſſion recorded, -would well juſtify them in ſo doing; 
but the feveral Perſons ſo deſignated or authorized muſt re- 
ceive their Power or Commiſſion from ſuch Ordination as 
was agreed upon by the Apoſtles, to be a regular convey- 
ing of Power, and Authority to act in ſuch Affairs which 


ſuch Ordination was well underſtood to qualify chem for 3 


and not further. ; 
When the Apoſtles 1 FW [IR 8 they fri 
ans did ſo many Things, doubtleſs, as were ſufficient” to 
diſtinguiſh that Ordination from the Ordination of Preſbyters, 


although Impoſition of Hands accompanied both, and might 


be the immediate Conveyance of the Power, which each 
received; and this whole Diſpute about Equality of Power 
among Miniſters may eaſily be decided, by attending to the 
very plain Matters of Fact, recorded in the New-Teſiament, 
of different Orders and Degrees in the Miniſtry. For if al 
Miniſters of Religion were not one and the ſame Order, 
all veſted with equal Power, in the Apoſtles Days, when 
St. Paul and the reſt of his Co temporaries flouriſhed in the 
Church, how abſurd will it appear for any to conclude, that 


ont on which Cbriſt immediately gave to his Apo- 


ſtles, eonveyed equal Powers to all other Miniſters with 
them? For if Inparity be plainly found in the Apoſtles 
Age, and under the Direction of their extraordinary Inſpi- 
ration; there can't be the leaſt Face of a Reaſon, to infer 
Equality ſince, from the Nature of that Nr - which 
was the Jos then as it is now. 


That the Deere were an Order inferior not 5 6 to the 
Apoſtles, but to other Minifters then in the Church, Ms, 
Hobart allows. Page 16. That they were appointed by 
the Apoſtles, an Order inſtituted for /ome Services in the 
Church,” choſen and ordained, Mr. Hobart allows; and al- 
though only ſeven are mentioned as ordained at the firſt In- 
ſtitution of that Order, yet more were added afterwards: 4 3 
and their Order, diſlinet from and inferior to — 


8 


28 well as Apoſiles, was continued in the Church, and has bet 
ever ſince reckoned an Oraer of the Clergy ; ad ce 
in other Services beſides ſerving Tables, ( as Mr. Hobart miſe 
* takes the Nature of their Office to be)) 
> At the firſt Appointment of this Order, the Apoſtles dig 
> ed the Brethren to look out ſeven Men full of de Hal 
* Gheft. And St. Stephen who was one of them, is ſaid t 
full of. Faith and Power, and that he did great Wonders and 
Miracles among the People. Acts 6. 8. He diſputed again te 
"* Synagogue of Libertines &c. Ver. 9. And they cauld at 
h the Wiſdom and Spirit by which be ſpake, ver. 10. Be 
preached a long and excellent Sermon, Acts 7. Epilth 

who was alſo one of the Seven, ,preached Chriſt .unte 


them of Samaria, Acts 8. 5. He wrought Miracles 


caſt out unclean Spirits, ver. 6, 7. And baptized 
Converts, ver. 12,13 : But Confirmation and giving 
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Holy Ghoſt by Impoſition of Hands, was reſerved td 
= 1 higheſt Order. The Apoſtles ſent Peter and Jobn for this, 
Ver. 14, 15, &. Here is a clear Account of one of 

©? loweſt Order, (but not ſo low as Mr. Hobart would ma 
him) performing the ſacred Offices of Religion, and in 
the ſame Chapter we are told of his preaching and baptizing, 
ver. 29, Kc. Ver. 40. We find Deacons as well as Biſhops 
mentioned in the Apoſtle's Salutation, Phil, 1. 1. And Sts 
Paul inſtructs Timothy about the Qualifications, for Deacons as 
well as Biſbops, 1 Tim. 3. 8; Ignatius, one of the car- 
lieſt Chriſtian Writers, mentions Deacons as an Order of 
the Clergy, and Tertullian in the ſecond Century, mentions 
the Deacons Power of baptizing with the Preſbyters, as 
being both alike derived from the Biſhop, and in Suhox- 
> dination to him. So that we are to look upon Deacons 
28 Mmiſters in the Church, deriving: their Inſtitution from 
dhe Apoſtles, having their Power to preach and baptize 
in the: Name of Chriſt, by Virtue. of the Commiſſon 
2 Chriſt-gave- to his: Apoſtles, but never were thought eguaſ; 
"8 Offcers to the Apoltles, © is 5D. 


a Miniſter properly ſu called. He is one of the Synergei; 
wich St. Paal in his Fext ; but the Imparity in this $ 
7 Jaflance I have already 'provede- And: alhough. Mr. Ho. 
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18 4 indication of the Profeſſors 


no more upon it, and will mention only two Texts in 


Houbt, that in the firſt plauting df Chriſtianity, GOD him - | 


, by inferring Equality from the Word Fellbw-La: 7 
wers in his Text, muſt be underſtood to ſay that Marcus 3 
and Demas &c. were equal to St. Paul and the reſt of the 
Apoſtles ; and when he argues Equality among all Mi- 
from their deriving Power from the Commiſſion 
umediately given to the Apoſtles; he muſt mean that 
1 Miniſters, muſt be equal with the Apoſtles, and that 
therefore the Apoſtles themſelves could not be Prelates, 
1 e. as having any Authority or Juriſdition over other 
Minifters of the Goſpel, yet I can't believe that Mr. Ho. 
art himſelf,” or any other Perſon of tolerable Senſe wil!“ 
leny (upon cool Reflection) the Inparity in Office ant 
Power, that ſubſiſted between the Apoſtles and other Mi. 
niſters; I mean Preſbyters as well as Deacons, ſo long 
as the Apoſties themſelves lived and preſided in the 


8 - 3 
r SL ORR D x e 
* N 8 4 : e 28 4 

PPPFPFf.w... SO, 


Fe, A 2 1 4 
N . _— 3 
JJ ĩ ĩ˙è 7 1 RE 


I don't know of any that pretend to more Orthodoxy 
than Quakers, that have denied an Order of Elders or 
Preſbyters ſuperior to Deacons, and inferior to the Apoſtles, 7 
of whom Mention is ſo often made in the New- Teſta- 
ment, as well as by the very firſt Chriſtian Writers and 
in all later Accounts of Chriſtianity, So that I need ſay 


the Writings of St. Paul to put the Matter out of all 4 


felf eſtabliſhed Zparity among the Miniſters whom he ſent 
to preach the Goſpel ef his Son; and did not think it 
was neceſſary all his Miniſters ſhould have one Office; and 
one York ; becauſe one Commiſſion to the Apoſtles, was eſ- 
teemed ſufficient to convey Power from GOD to 'every 
Order and every Individual in each Order to the End of _ 
Tine ; as thereby a Succeſſion might be provided, of 
Tuck as were well authorized to give Power to as man 
in each Rank, or Degree of Order and Office, as the * 
Churches Needs ſhould require. £ RE YRS | 


St. Paal tells the Corinthians, COD bath ſes in his Church © 
firſt Apoſtles, ſecondly. Prophets, thirdly Teachers, after 
that Helps, Governments, 1 Cor. 12. 28. Then to declare 
Heir Zregualicy as much as Words can expreſs, by an fu. 


Ye. 


hand 


r 


of the Church of England, Se. my 
= terrogation implying Negation, he adds, ver. 29. Are ald 
= Apoſtles ? Are all Prophets ? &c. Meaning no, by no 
Means. The other Text I ſhall” refer to is Eph. 4. 11. 
27 fpeaking of the Gifts beſtowed by our Lord upon his 

Church at bis Aſcenſion, And he gave, ſome Apoſtles, fame: 
Prophets, ſome Ewang eliſts, ſome Paſtors and Teachers, &. 
I will leave this without a Comment, ſuppoſing the Im- 
XZ parity made by GOD himſelf at that Time to be very 
clear and evidert; and as ſuch Imparity has always in Fact 
been found in the Church, in every Age, we muſk 
have better Arguments than ſuch as Mr. Hobart has 
brought, to make any Man of Senſe believe the Commu - 
nion of a Church unſafe meerly becauſe ſuch an Imparity 
is found among her Miniſters : Nay it ſhould on the 
other Hand be rather thought dangerous to be of a Cams 
munion, without Prelacy, eſpecially when all the mint- 
ſterial Power they have, is claimed from a Commiſſion 
never given by Chriſt to the Claimants themſelves ; nor 
to any of ſo inferior a Rank as they value themſelves 
upon, whether of the Laity or ſuch Renegado - Preſbyters- 
as threw off their Suhjection to their Biſhops, and invaded 
the ſacred Office contrary to their Ordination-Vow and 
Promiſe, and Mr. Hobart ſays Oath toe. 


Now, as in all Governments, the Head muſt be the 
Fountain of Power; what could derive from ſuch whoſe 
higheſt Station was a State of profeſſed: Subjection? And 
| neither GOD nor Man had ever given them the Power 
of authorizing others, any farther than as Reaſon per- 
mits every Man to make a Repreſentative or Attorn 
for himſelf ; but none for another Man, much leſs fi 
L GOD; without a ſpecial Authority. S0 that there is 
Þ Reaſon to be doubtful, whether after all their Solemnities, 
they have any more than Deputies from Men, who 
pretend to act with them in Things pertaining to GOD: 
And this Doubt muſt be increaſed from what Mr. Hobart 
„ us, Page 17, ſpeaking of the Commiſſion - given to the 
1 A — es, and - Ion conſtituting an F N 
do be continued by regular Succeſſion, vi. Vicirious Or- 
dination from toms : Says Mr. Hobart, They to 
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derive any Authority from him. I 
are ſerious and intelligent, will reflect 
| lage, and conſider how much depends upon 
+ Hobart's being in the Right, in this Argument; 
in Which 1 " I have 2 proved him * 


one ſhould think, he has either proved Preſby- 
he Apoſtles, or at leaſt that the Power of 


dais — the Miniſtry, was committed to them 


and mp therefore be claimed 


ſbyters, in Diſtinction from 
from what he ſays of Paul and Barnabas 


n, Page . 0 anſwer in à few 


ot: 


} and Barnabas were Miniſters, before they came 
'tis ſaid, Acts 12. 25. hey had fulfilled ibeir 
5 and if they were now ordained again, it 
to 2 1 Order or Office than they had be- 
ut as this Suppoſition deſtroys his Notion of Pa- 
Power of ordinary Preſbyters can't be in- 
2 the Acts of Prophets, done by ſpecial Di- 
af the N Ghoſt, as that Separation was ſaid to 
Ad. * This "muſt be of the ſame Nature 
ons given by GOD himſelf immediately, 
— a5 good as that * to r 
7 


2 


5 : 
TI + 


Th 


125 
92 


7 
wp 
10 


T 


— 


b 


$ 


* 


105 


f fuck 4 Preſeytery, Men of the fame Order and 


155 


i at his Ordination, 
. Blonde: 
Mr. 
'and: bis 


ES 


— find, unleſs he goes to 
* E n as un in the b- 


imothy's Ordination, by the laying on of the I 


in the Church, and no other, though called by | 
dh But this Mr. Hobart has not proved i 
2 Preſbyteries, nor can he prove it. If St. 

in that Preſbytery and laid his Hands upon 
whoever the reſt were that 
with . him, it will make ſuch a Preſ- 


= as Church 2 England, Vo. 27 


0 A or : „ ce 


"nd he ate 2 of t 
por this Reaſon calls him his own beloved Son, and expreſſes 
a2particular Eſteem and 2 for — . 
1. 2. | 5 


A* La 
2. we have frequent Mention of. his foll as 
5 Paul in his Travels and being an Attendant on him 3 

Which Accounts it would have ſeemed — — 
be ſhould receive Ordination from him aher than 8 85 
1 — ũ : 15 W Inferiors. 


- 


Gif 2 55 in bi , ad xpreing it to be 1 pot | 


XZ anſwer, ſach a Poſſlbility dont affect me; I am 
re 2 concerned to anſwer Mr. Hobart's Argument, which 


make nothing for. his Purpoſe, if he can't be ſure . 

Timothy was ordained by a Number of Fellow-Laboarers; of 
no higher Order, nor veſted with any more Authority; 
than Mr. Hobart's Fellow-Labourers at Stanford, which I 
ſuppoſe it abſolutely impoſſible for him to do; - and at 
leaſt a- very great Probability, if not a Certainty: -be 
- urged againſt him, from what I have ded hos 
: C go alſo — univerſal Practice of the — which took 


"Mr. | Hobart's great Effort being to | to il 2 the 
whole miniſterial Powers of ſuch Preſbyters, as the Con- 
Fregations in Commiinion of the Church of Erg/and are 
| Under the immediate Care of, and advance his Fellows 


Ns: Labourers 
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derived from ſome 8 Preſbyters of the Ch urch. 


— 19. Margin. good then ! Proceeds to offer 
ething with no Deſign, 215 to his Purpoſe, if it 
be not to ſeem to prove, that the Prieſts of the Church, 
have no Power to do any Thing as Miniſters of Chriſt. 
Page 21, 22, 23, 


1. Becauſe they Jon't receive Power by their Ordivation, 


fo much as. to preach, which is a neceſſary Part of the 
miniſterial Commiſſion. Page 21. 


_ Anſwer. He is too trifling to deſerve a Slow 
Anſwer, but ſomething will be expected to ſatisfy 
ſuch as may be puzzled with his Trifſing and Falſhood. 
He ſhould have conſulted the Office for ordaining Preſ- 
byters (in every Folio Common-Prayer-Book ) and known 
by that, the Power given to Prieſts by their Ordination ; 
which perhaps might have ſaved him the Shame and Re- 
proach, which ſuch glaring Falſbood and Prevarication muſt 

him to. When People are invited, only to read 
the Form and Manner of ordaining Prieſts; which any 
Perſon that is curious to be ſatisfied concerning Mr. Ho- 
bart's Veracity, may find Opportunity for in every Church 
where a Folio ä — —U— is lodged, in Which 
alſo are the Canons of the Church, moſt wickedly falſi- 
Hd by Mr. Hobart; and it will not excuſe him to ſay, 

e writes after another as wicked and falſe as himſelf ; 
I charge him boldly with | groſs Prevarication and F all. 
hood; done with a wicked Intent, to aſperſe the Con- 
flitution of the Nation which deſerves the higheſt Eſteem 
and Reverence : *Tis eaſy for any one to diſcover whe- 
ther I do him Injuſtice by this Charge. And I wiſh 
them to read Mr. Hobart's whole Page 21. Then the 
Form of ordaining Prieſts, in which are many 


es 
to pipre o F * 1 will 200” | e 


ee Chg are theſe. Wards, „ Now again 
£ we” exhort- you in the Name of our Lad Jie Oi: 


= 


3» 


. to all the ſpiritual Power of Biſhops ; after 
put his own beſt Claim to any Power at all, as 


of the: Church of England, &c. 23 
« that you + N = n =o ow 9 h a 
«<-- Dignity, and to how weighty an Office a harge 
Ti wg called * Thi is to ſay, to be Meſ- 
« ſengers, Watchmen and Stewards of the Lord; to 
« teach and to premoniſh, to feed and provide for the 
Lord's Family ; to ſeek for Chriſt's Sheep that are 
« diſperſed, and for his Children who are in the midſt 
« of this naughty World, that they may be ſaved through 
« Chriſt for ever.“ One of the Interrogatories is, Will 
« you then give your faithful Diligence always fo to 
« miniſter the Doctrine and ' Sacraments, and the Diſci- 
« pline of Chrift, as the Lord hath commanded, and as 
e this Church and Realm hath received the ſame, ac- 
* cording to the Commandments of GOD; ſo that you 
% may teach the People committed to your Care and 
2 with all Diligence to keep and obſerve the 
C6 ame P?? Ip Ys 


When the Biſhop and Prieſts lay on Hands, the Bi- 
ſhop ſays, Receive the Holy Ghoſt for the Office ard 
« Work of a Prieft in the Church of GOD, now com- 
c mitted unto thee by the Impoſition of our Hands. 
« Whoſe Sins thou doſt forgive, they are forgiven ; and 
« whoſe Sins thou doſt retain, they are retained. And 
* be thou a faithful Diſpenſer of the Word of GOD, 
« and of his holy Sacraments ; Wc. The Biſhop deliver- 
ing the Bible into his Hands, ſays, Take thou Autho- 
„ rity'to preach the Word of GOD, and to miniſter the 
Holy Sacraments in the Congregation, where thou ſhalt 
be lawfully appointed thereunto. 5 35 

Who can believe now, that our Ordination is not deſign- 


4 ed actually to give us Power to preach, adminiſter Sa- 
be craments, - and exerciſe Diſcipline ; yet this Mr. Hobart 
h flatly denies : And ſays this Power we receive by the 
2 iſhop's Licenſe, which is not given to all that are or- 


He fays « the Canons of che Church of England allow 
© a Biſhop to ordain any Perſon, if he has a Preſentation 
te a Living, underſtands Latin, and is not frandalons,” 


— — 
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e 


24 A Vindication of the Profeſſors 

He puts at the Bottom of Page 2x. Canon 34 cited 
Mr. Pierce. How far theſe Men will deſerve to have 
heir Words taken in any plain Matter of Fact hereafter, 
judge every one that r the Canon referred to, in 
which are theſe Words, 1 No Biſhop ſhall henceforth ad · 
mit any Perſon, &c. —— deſiring. to be a Deacon, unleſs 
twenty-three Years old, and to be a Prieſt twenty-four 
Years compleat, and . hath taken ſome Degree of School 
in either of the ſaid Univerſities, or at the leaſt, except 
he be able to yie/d an Account of his Faith, in Latin, ae. 
cording to the Articles of Religion approved &—— and M7 
to confirm the ſame. by ſufficient Teſtimonies out of the 
holy Scriptures, &c. Canon 35. The Biſhop before he ad- 
mit any Perſon to holy Orders ſhall diligentlh examine him 
in the Preſence of thoſe Miniflers that ſhall affift him, &c. 
— 'The Form gf. ordaining Priefts will ſhew further 
what Qualifications are neceſſary : In which Point the 


Rules of our Church are excellent, and can't be parallel'd 2 : 


by any of the Sectaries 


2. In Purſuit of the. ſame Deſign, to beget an Opinion 
in his Readers that our Preſbyters have no Power from 
Chriſt to act as Miniſters of the Goſpel, Mr. Hobart fur- 
ther adds, Page 22. In Order to a Perſon's obtaining 
bc this Ordination and Licenſe to preach the Goſpel, he 
« muſt (among other Things) take an Oath of Canonical 
& Obedience to his Biſhop.” This he endeavours to prove 
unlawful ; becauſe contrary to thoſe Precepts our 
Lord, Matth. 23. 8, 9, 10, Be not ye called Rabbi, &c. 
and call no Man your Father upon Earth, &c.— Neither 


- be ye called Maſters ; for one is your Maſter, even Chriſt. 


And our profeft Submiſſion to the Biſhops, he calls © ſuch 
* a ſervile Subjection to others as Chriſt has forbidden.“ 
Page 25. But by his Leave, who authorized him to be 
thus dogmatical in putting his Conſtruction upon thoſe 
Words. of our Saviour; with ſuch an indecent Refletion 
upon the Wiſdom and Piety not only of the Biſhaps and 
all the Clergy of England, but the whole Legiſlature at 
this Time, and ever fince the Reformation ; if thoſe 
Words of our Saviour are to be underſtood literally, every 


common. Man may know what, they import; and the 


Qtalers 


2 amy 0 „ 6 WV ce. 


ſoever in the Church, to which Men ought to be ſuljes 


Well, after all this Submiſſion, &c. — What miniſter 
Authority is the Perſon veſted with? He is gow 

= © to preach the Goſpel and adminiſter the Sacraments : 
But for the other two Branches of miniſterial Authority, 
= © Governnent and Ordination, equally inſtituted by Chriſt, 


Buckers have a better Plea for denying all Titles that in- 
fer Superiority and Dignity to am Man, than My. Hobark 
to reſtrain the Prohibition only to Epiſcopal Preheminence 1 
A Rebuke for his Inſolence is the propereſt Anſwer to 
be given him, fince his Way of Reaſoning from Gals 
Prohibitions of our Saviour, would deny all eccleſiaſtical 
Power and Juriſdiction, as well as epiſcopal Preheminence ; 


* 


Vibe Church of England, Gt. 29 


If there be any Power and Authority in any Order what- 


, 
: 


and pay Obedience, it can not be a Fault to own th: 
Authority, and promiſe and engage moſt ſolemnly * anc 
faithfully to be ſubject to it, Profeſſing way 66 <1 ox 
ſwearing ſolemnly to yield due Obedience to awful Sy- 
periors is not the Thing prohibited by our Saviour, nor 
goes he intend to prohibit all Superiority in Place or Of 
fice ; for 'tis plain, that he gave Power and Authority 
eccleſiaſtical and ſpiritual unto his Apoſtles '; and Chris 
ſtians are commanded to obey them that bave the 15 


over them, i. e. Eccleſiaſtical Rulers, Egoumenois, Ge- 
vernors, Heb. 13. 17. and ſubmit themſelves, and if ub- 
miſſion be. a Duty, to give Aſſurance of yielding ts 


when reaſonably demanded is no baſe Serwility. Mr. He- 


bart might have found a better Interpretation of St. Mat- 


thew 23. 8. in Dr. Whithy, whom he cites upon another 


; | Occaſion, and thither I muſt refer you and him, for 


the Senſe of thoſe Prohibitions z which only forbid al- 


criding wo Men what is peculiar to GOD and CHRIST. 


3. One Fling more he has at our Preſbyters, Page 23. 


. 


and mece/ſary to anſwer the Deſigns of redeeming 


3 Grace 
2h a+. 4.» -4 . | $ # > * 5 1 ? 
XX © he has neither Part nor Lot in theſe Matters.“ Wiik 
Reference to which Defects, as he would have them be- 


lieved, he days, Page 25. My Friends, Is it really ſo 


4J * deſireable a Thing to you to have Churches ſo defective 
to be utterly. unable to exerciſe the Diſcipline Chriſt 
W = lice ad Miners who. have not half the 


— — 


Powers 
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76 Powers contained in the Commiſſion given to the Goſ- 


* 


« pel-Miniſtry, &c. 


Anſ. If Mr. Hobart would have been all of a Piece, he 
- ſhould have faid Mizifers without any Power at all from 
Chrift, becauſe not inveſted with all in the Commiſſion 
given to the Apoſtles; becauſe he had before ſaid, that 
the. Commiikon being one for all Miniſters, He that has any 
Part muſt have all, ſo that if he allows to our Miniſters 
Bal, by his own Reaſoning, they muft in fact have enough, 
i. E. in Reality 4%, notwithſtanding all the Limitations and 
Reſtrictions that Laaus and Canons can make about it; but 
as we are agreed thus far; that the Commiſſion given 
to the Apoſtles was full and ample enough to provide for 
all the Exigences of the Church in every Age, and have it 
furniſhed with Officers ſucceeding the Apoſtles in their Power 
to govern the Church and all Orders in it, and to ordain 
Paſtors for the Flock of Cbhriſt to reach, adminiſter the 
Sacraments, and diſpenſe the Ordinances and Diſcipline 
of Chriſt, for the Benefit of all his Children; we may 
think our ſelves pretty well provided for in the 
Church of England with twenty ſix Biſhops veſted with all 


the Power the Apoſtles had; for then, they can ordain as 


many Preſbyters and Deacons as the Exigencies of the 
Church require, and give them the ſame Powers that the 
| Apoſtles gave the Elders they ordained in every Church, 
and the Deacons they ordained to be their Attendants and 
Fellow Labourers : and if any Perſon will take Pains to 
conſult the Form for ordaining Prieſts, in our. Large Common 
Prayer Books, he will find a Commiſſion large enough given 
to ſuch Miniſters as have the Care of the American Con- 
gregations, to enable them in GOD's Name, and in Be- 


half of CxrisT, to do every Thing that Men's comfor- 2 
table Hopes and Happineſs require to be done; although 
they act in Subordination, and are obliged to pay a pro- 


per Reverence to their Superiors the Biſhops. 


A Chirfiy, by our Conſtitution, is reſerved to the Bi- 
ſhops as it always was in the Church of Chriſt, and to 


this belongs properly the Right of giving Power by Ordina- | 
tion, and preſiding in Juriſdiction; but the Preſpyters ſu⸗ 


: bordinate 


T0578 


4267 

ES Wigs dl Wer c 
2 ie I „A 
ty CS TE as LABS AL SES . 

8 2 2 & * 3 5 PL 7 2 A 


7 


3 


of the Church of England, &c. 27 
bordinate to them have as much Power in the Governg 
ment of their ſeveral Flocks as Wiſdom and Prudence-can 


think proper to intruſt them with ; Nay, we can ſay, 
even as Jerom to Ewagrius, Quid facit Epiſcopus, quod Pref: 7 


Inter non faciat, a Ordinatione. 


What fuller Authority in the Exerciſe of Diſcipline 
would any deſire a Miniſter to be inveſted with, than is con- 
tained in thoſe Words of the Biſhop when he lays on 
Hands in Ordination ſaying, Receive the Holy Ghoft, 


* (the Gift ; as Offices are called Eh. 4. 11. for the 


« Office and Work of a Prieſt in the Church of GOD now 
te committed to thee, c. — Whoſe Sins thou doſt forgive, 


they are forgiven, and whoſe Sins thou doaſt retain, they 


5 are retained, &c. 


Mr. Hobart ſays © Goverment. and Gee are two 


Branches of Miniſterial Authority equally inſtituted by 


„ Chriſt, and nece//ary to anſwer the Deſigns of Redeeming 


Grace : if he means that the Power of Ordination ſhould be 


committed to every Miniſter is necce//ary ; I can by no 
means agree with him; I allow it to be neceſſary that ſuch 


a Power ſhould be properly placed in ſach Perſons as may 
be able to furniſh the Church with Officers to act in the 
Name of Chriſt ; but no more neceſſary that, every 


Miniſter ſhould Roan Power in the Church to ordain 


_ Miniſters, than that every Juſtice of Peace in the SRO 


Wealth ſhould have Power to make Juſtices of Peace. 50, 
C 


Government is neceſiary, but no more neceſſary in the Chur 
to have every Miniſter veſted with the higheſt and chief 
Power, than in the State to have every Juſtice of Peace, 
veſted with Power to determine Titles of Land, and give 


final Judgment -in Cauſes Capital, which . would be to have 


Judges of Aſſize and Oyer and Terminer in every Pariſh, 
which Priviledge, I believe few People would be fond of. 


Nor have they Reaſon any more to be fond of Mr. Hobart's 


Scheme for Eccleſiaſtical chief Judges, many of whom bave 
not Capacity to decide a Gontoverly of thirteen-pence half 


FN 
As for 1 — Rubrick. direfing a Miniſter to fulpend, one 


4 againſt 
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againſt whom Immorality is objected, and notify the Ordi: 
4 in 14 Days, I would only ſay, it can't be thought a 
aw to oblige, when ſuch Notifying is impracticable in 


that Space 


GOD's own Poſitive Inſtitutions are always to be in- 
Erpreted ſo as to give Place to the Law of Neceſfty, and 
Bur Saviour expounds the Law of the Sabbath: and. for 
the fame Reaſon humane Ordinances muſt be ſo interpreted 
likewiſe ; and if this limited Time being impracticable to 
be complied with, and the Deſign of referring the Cauſe 
Ter che hearing of Judges appointed, not taking Place; 
Reaſon will eaſily ſuggeſt, that ſuch Affairs are left with 
the ' Miniſter to determine according to his beſt Prudence, 
with the Authority belonging to his Office, which in ſuck 
Caſe is not reſtricted by that Rubrick ; and has only to expect 
that his Doings may be referred to his Biſhop ; unto. whoſe 
Judgment he muſt ſubmit, as well as the Party complaining, 
when Time will give leave to obtain it. — And now I have 
done with his Objections from the Defects of our 
Conſtitution. | HOW. 


2. The Unlawfulneſs of joining in Communion with the 
Church of England in Connecticut, he argues from the awful 
Guilt of Schiſm thereby contracted, diſturbing the Peace of 
the Church and “ renting not the Coat, but the Body of 
„ Chriſt: This is awful Guilt indeed; and if I could 
Ehink theſe Things done by conforming to the Church of 
England, I ſhould perſwade every Body to keep to their 
Conventicles of whatever Denomination; But as Mr. Hobart 
has contented himſelf to ſay theſe things only, without any = 
Thew of Argumentation to prove them; A bare Denial of 
them might be efteemed ſufficient for my Purpoſe : and yet 
1 will offer a few Words to afliſt the Judgment of ſuch as 
deſire to be ſatisfied about the Juſtneſs of this Objection: 


1. Then, I will allow that making Diviſions in, and 
Separations from, regular Chriſtian Societies, with which we 
are obliged to join in Chriſtian Fellowſhip and Communion, 
is Schiſm, and very Criminal in the Sight of GOD; and 
never to be jultified'or excuſed before:Man, — I 


of the Church of England, &r. 2g 

2. I will allow that Diviſions may be in Fact made, in 
ſuch Communities which Men leave, when they go into the 
Communion of the Church of England in Connecticut; Theſe 
Societies, which they call Churches may be Rent and divided 
by the withdrawing of fome 'of their Members. 5 


3. I hope Mr. Hobart will allow that lawful and juflifable 
Separations contract no Guilt of Schiſm, much leſs ſuch as. 
doing Men's Duty to GOD makes neceſlary, — 3 


4. It will lie upon Mr. Hobart to prove their Societies 
to be regularly conſtituted Churches of Chriſt, before the 
Guilt of rending the Body of Chriſt can be fixed upon 
'} Separators from them; this will prove a very hard Taſk ; 
but he muſt go through it before his Charge of Schiſm will 
lie againſt any Sort of Separators from them. And then 


5. Conſidering the Reſpect which common Senſe will 
teach any Man is due to the Church of England Communion, 
as tis the National Eſtabliſnment, the Religion of our Mother 
Country, and the Nation whoſe: King, is the King of 
Connecticut; it would be proper for Mr. Hobart to ſhew 
how poſitive and full the Law is whether of GOD or Man, 
to oblige: People ſo to adhere to their Societies of one Kind 

or another, as not to become of the Communion of the 
Church of England when ever GOD's Providence gives 
them Opportunity. q pe | 


6. If the Congregations, forſaking which, is called Schiſm, 
are themſelves founded in Schiſm, and unjuſtifiable Separation 
from the Communion of the Church of England; or in 
their preſent Conſtitution muſt neceſſarily be eſteemed 
Abettors and Approvers of Schiſm, Diſorders, Uſurpation, 
Contempt of the chief Authority - Chriſt has left in 

his Church; or any ſuch like Crimes; Then ſuch 
Congregations whatever they may call themſelves, and 
Whatever Shew they may make of Piety and Devotion in 
their own Ways, ought to be eſteemed in reſpect of the 
> Myſtical Body of Chriſt only as Excreſcences or Tumors 
in the Body natural, or perhaps as Fungofities in an ulcerated 
Tumor, the eating away of which, by whatever Means tends 
| | not 


* 
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=p" the Hurt, but to the Soundneſs and Health of the 
Body. oy 


The Method I propoſed in the Beginning of this Letter, 


will make the Conſideration of ſome Particulars properly 


fall under my third Head of Diſcourſe, which may help to 
form a Judgment upon the Charge of Schin, which Mr. 
Hobart objects againſt thoſe who leave their Congregations 
and conform to the Church of Ergland, and therefore I refer 


to that Place what might otherways have been properly 
offered here. e * oh 


IT. I now proceed to take Notice of his Objections that 4 


may be conſidered as drawn from the Inexpediency of con- 
forming to the Church of England; If Perſons of Sobriety 
and Religion, who are deſirous that the Church of Chrit 
ſhould be kept pure &c, ſhould forſake their Aſſemblies and 
go over to the Communion of the Church of England Mr. 
Hobart expoſtulates with them Page 26. Can you anſwer 


<<. it to GOD or your own Conſcience, to the preſent Age or 


* to Poſterity, if you ſhould be Inſtrumental in deſtroying 


% an Ecclefiaſtical Conſtitution ſo exactly agreeable to the 5 


% Goſpel; and which has been ſo ſignally owned and 
<< bleſſed for promoting Religion in the Power and Prac- 
'<< tice of it; and in introducing, inſtead of it, ſo de- 
« fective a Conſtitution, and which will almoſt certainly 
* bring in with it an Inundation of Vice and Looſeneſs ; 
« and Iſſue in the Deſtruction of practical Religion“? I 
deſign here to conſider only what he has ſaid in Relation 


to the Inundation of Vice, Looſeneſs, Prophaneſs and Imme- N 
rality mentioned in the above Paſſage, and much more with 


great Confidence in the ſame Page: confirmed by his own 


Obſervations in his Travels through half the Plantations in? 
North-America, and what he has heard of the Iſlands : How |- 
good and regular their Conſtitution is has had ſome Con- 
ſideration, and ſhall have more under the next Head, — I |: 
am willing here to ſuppoſe the Matter doubtful, - whether 
it be very good or no; Nay I would ſuppoſe it not ſo good 
as it ſhould be in Point of Regularity; ſprung up in 
Diſorder, and needing ſomething to recommend it beſides |: 
its Agreement with the Goſpel; and the Countenance. it 
74 — 208y 
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„/ the Church of England, &c. 31 
„may pretend to have of any humane Laws : This may ſeem 
to be, according to Mr, Hobart, a particular Aptneſs in their 
Conſtitution to promote Virtue and Piety : ſo that although 
ſome Objections might be laid againſt the Manner of their e- 
recting and Regularity of their Conſtitution in ſome Points, 
yet if it has an Aptneſs in any peculiar Manner, to promote 
real Goodneſs, and ſave a Nation from an Inundation of 
 * Vice, or preſerve a Country from growing Immorality and 

Profaneſs; it might claim an Approbation; at leaſt as a ne- 
ceſſary Expedient to preſerve the Country from Wickedneſs 
and Ruin, which muſt unavoidably come in like a Flood, if 
the national Eſtabliſhment ſhould prevail, and Mr. Hobart is 
to be believed. | 5 | 


| 1 I only therefore propoſe to conſider under this Head, 
7 whether ſo much as Inexpediency may be argued againſt 
| |; conforming to the Church of England, on Account of what 


Mr. Hobart ſuggeſts of almoſt Certainty of an Inundation of 
Vice and Immorality ; and Deſtruction of practical Religion 
that will attend the introducing of the Church of England: 
Which Suggeſtion is a wicked Calumny proceeding from that 
Bigotry and Self- Admiration which the Zealots, among every 
Sort of Enthufiaſtick Sectaries, are remarkably tinged with. 
Some Effects of the New-Light Heat Mr. Hobart condemns, 
but diſcovers the ſame raſh cenſorious 'Temper againſt thoſe 
whom he diſapproves ; and Phariſee-like, pleaſes himſelf 
with Compariſons between his own Se& and all others, and 
overlooking their own Hypocriſy and deteſtable Vices, paſſes 
ſevere Cenſures upon others Faults; like him who ſaid, | 
60D I thank thee I am not as other Men, &c, and yet 5 


farther from Juſtification than him whom he deſpiſed. 0 
iM | | = 
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Every new Sect pretends a Neceſſity of ſeparating from 
the- impure Maſs of Mankind, and have the Vanity to think 
themſelves the only Saints, and Darlings of Heaven : And 
commonly they ſeduce well-meaning People into their Snares 
by Appearances- of Piety, and Pretences to a more ſtrict 

| Virtue than other People, upon whoſe. Faults and Failings 
5 they are very ſharp-ſighted ; and take Pains to exaggerate in 
: ſuch Inſtances as they have no great Temptation to be Fes 
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them in, or find their Account in differing from ; although 
taking their whole Practice together, they may have Faults 
greater, and Vices more abominable. Whoever is acquainted 
with the Riſe and Progreſs of the ſeveral Secs in our own 


Nation, muſt know they have all been Refiners ; and yet 
turned out more and more impure, 


The Broauniſis and Independents refined upon the Puri- 
tanical Preſbyterians, the Baptiſts and Quakers upon them, 
and the ſelf admiring Saints of New- England, have been re- 
fined upon, by their own Tennent and Davenport, &c, with 
their New- Light Exhorters, who by their inward Light have 
ſeen the whole Country lying in ſuch a State of Carnality, 
Sin and Death, that Hell has been ready to ſwallow them 
all up, Miniſters and People except thoſe few here and there, 
whom they could fright into the Convulſions of Converfion, 
and drive as far from Reaſon and common Senſe as them- 


ſelves. 


Mr. Hobart propoſes a Compariſon to be made between 
New-England, and ſome of the lands where no Teachers 
have been but Miniſters of the Church of England; but 
ſuppoſe we ſhould find ſome ſuch Places more addicted to 
Curling and Swearing and Intemperance, than Connecticut, 
and leſs careful to obſerve the Sabbath; which Vices 1 
would by no Means extenuate or excuſe, perhaps ſome Vir- 
tues may be found there alſo, not ſo conſpicuous in New- 
England ; and when the Vices and Virtues of both Parties 
are to be exactly weighed, who ſhall hold the Ballance ? 
However if it could well be done, a Compariſon to decide 
this Controverſy, would much more properly be made be- 
tween the State of Religion and Virtue in the whole Nation 
of England, before any of theſe refining Sects opened their 
refining Shops in the Kingdom; and the State of Religion 
and Virtue at preſent ; and as it has been pradually im- 
proving to better or worſe ever fince. And then, we may 
make ſome reaſonable Conjecture, of the Influence of thoſe 
| Principles and Practices, Mr. Hobart ſo much admires, to- 


] wards making a Nation or Country more or- leſs virtuous, 
f or vicious. | | | | 


The People of England were a very religious and pious. 


People, before any Independents or Preſbyterians 


Meeting-Houſes in England, this is well known to all that 
are acquainted with our Hiſtory and the Genius of the Na- 


tion in thoſe Days. And there are remaining to this Day 
Monuments of the Virtue, Piety and practical Godlineſs * 
our Forefathers, in the Endowments of Churches, Hofpitals, 
Colleges and Charity Schools, and many other Inſtances that 
our deſpiſing Neighbours can't pretend to vie with; and 


notwithſtanding the large Strides that Vice, Irreligion, Athe- 


iſm and Profaneneſs have made in their Advances, fince the 


Phanatick Phrenzy opened the Sluce of Impiety and Wicked 


neſs, and demoliſhed all the Hedges about Religion and Vir- 
tue, when they overturned the Conſtitution of the Nation, 


pulled down Monarchy in the State, and Prelacy in the Church, 


Vet vital Piety and Religion fruitful in ſolid Virtue and ſub- 
ſtantial Goodneſs is yet to be found in the Church of England, 
in a Degree not to be parallel'd by any of her _—_— Ene- 
mies. The printed Sermons and Diſcourſes of our Divines 
are ſufficient Monuments of their laudable Endeavours to put 
a Stop to the Flood of Atheiſm and Immorality that has been 
flowing in upon us, the Progreſs of which, although it ought 
to be lamented, is not owing to the Tendency of any Doc- 
trine, taught by our Church; or any Faults in the Conſtitu- 
tion of the Church of England: But to the Diſorders and 
Confuſions introduced by a Variety of Sectaries, all weaken- 
ing the Churches Diſcipline, and with much Zeal propagating 


Notions and Opinions naturally deſtructive of Vertue, and 


reproachful to Chriſtianity ; thus by ſeeming very zealous for 


Godlineſs, in a Way of Strife, Diſorder and Confuſion, and 
declaiming againſt Morality, and Self-Righteouſneſs, and other, 


Methods which I care not to mention, we have ſeen Chri- 
ſtianity expoſed to the Contempt of Infidels, and careleſs 


vance the Glory of ſovereign Grace : 


Ik Mr: Hobart had well underſtood, the true Cauſes and 
Springs from which the Immorality, Atheiſm and Profane- 


nefs of the preſent Age is derived, he could never have im- 
puted it to any Defects in the Conſtitution of the Church of 
Englazd : in his Diſcourſe there is Fallacia non Cauſe pro 

3 1 Cauſa, 


W_ 


Living and Vice encouraged by Methods pretending to ad- 


— 


cauſa, The Fault he might have found at Home, which in 
vain he ſeeks abroad. And as the late ſcandalous Effor:s of 
fanatick Zeal ſo diſreputable to Chriſtian Religion, and well 
known to have a ci ect Tendency to Proſaneneſs and impure 
Living, were an Improvement upon the Doctrines common- 
' ly received in this Country, and might have made a much 
55 Progreſs, if the Obſtructions and Checks it met with 

om the Church of Eagland Congregations had been out of the 
Way, (altho' it muſt be confeſſed to the Honour of many not 
of the Church of Exgland Communion, that they ſhewed a be- 
coming Diſcountenance to thoſe Diſorders, and did their ut- 
moſt to ſuppreſs them.) So, what might be univerſally ob- 
ſerved of the Temper and Tendency of the Church of Eng- 
land Principles with Reference to this Flood of Impiety, 
Profaneneſs and Licenciouſneſs, the Country was in Danger of 
Being oyer-run by, may convince every conſiderate unpre- 
judic'd Perſon, that the Danger Mr. Hobart would alarm 
People with, of Vice and Wickedneſs coming in among them 
by Means of the Church of England, is a mere Scare-Croxr, 
and has no Foundation in Reaſon; but if the Conſtitution of 
it be well conſidered, it will be eaſy to ſee that ſubſtituting 


that, in the Room of whatever may now be ſaid to prevail 


in the Country, would be the introduciug Order, Peace, Pu- 
rity and Happineſs; and not any Thing that would be Gil- 
honourable to GOD, or hurtful to the Country. 


dered 


III. As Objections againſt the Neceſſity of going over to 
the Communion of the Church of England in Point of Duty. 
'Thoſe that propagate the Church of England in Connecticut, 
would not put themſelves to ſo many Difficulties, and take 


ſo much Pains, if they did not believe the Glory of GOD 


the Welfare of many Souls, were to be promoted thereby, 
nor ſhould we endeavour to proſelyte /ome, if we did not be- 


lieve it the Duty and Intereſt of a// to become Proſelytes. 


And that it would be every Way, for the Benefit and Ad- 
vantage of the Country, for the preſent Age, and for Poſte- 
rity, to have all Parties and Sects laid aſide, and the national 
nn 
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I have only now to take Notice of what may be conſi - 


»F o 


of the Church of England, Ge. 3 
the Crown of England, and to be eſteemed as Parts of the 
Engliſh Nation; which is the Exgliſb Church, or Church of 
England. X | | | 


The viſible catholick Church of Chrift, or Chriftian Charck - 
militant, as making one Body vi/46/e, of which Chriſt is the 
Head; may be conſidered with Reſpe& to its Parts either 
Heterogcous or Homogeneous. da 28 


The Heterogeous Parts, are the various Orders of Clergy 
and Laity of which the Church is compoſed ; and might all 
be conceived to belong to the Church in Feruſalem, if the 
Conftitution of the Church had been perſectly compleated, 
before it extended its Limits beyond that large City. The 
Apoſtles .as Colleagues veſted with all the Powers in the 
Commiſſion, Matth. 28. 19. might chuſe St. James or any 
other of their Number, to be their. Preſident, and make ſuch 
Rules or Canons as they might think proper, eſpecially by Di- 
rection of the Holy Ghoſt, for regulating the Methods each 
ſhould purſue, for Preſervation of Unity and Order, in the 
Execution of the Authority each was inveſted with, by that 
Commiſſion, to make Diſciples, baptize, &e. They might a- 
gree and determine, what Aſſiſtants ſnould be employed in 


this Work, and what Manner of Ordination they ſhould have, 
and what Powers given by ſuch Ordinations; and may be 


conceived at leaſt, to have not only filled the Place of Judas 
in their own Order, but to have ordained Preſbyters, and 
Deacons, and appointed each their Truſt and Duty; and 
with about 5000 Converts to Chriſtianity, as the Laity join- 
ed to them, and continuing in their Doctrine, and Fellow- 
ſhip ; we may conceive this to be then the vi/ib/e Catholick 
Chriſtian Church; the Parts of different Names and Uſe, 
the Apeſtles, Elders and Deacons for clerical Offices, and the 
Laity according to their ſeveral Stations. And according to 
ſuch a Model, under the Preſidency of ſome of the Apoſtoli- 
cal Order, when People of other Nations embraced the 
Faith of Chriſt, the Church might extend its Limits; and 
as many Societies as ſhould be thus formed in different 
Places, might be called Parts or Members of the one 


Church. 


The 
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. The Homologous Parts therefore, are ſuch Members of the. 


Catholick Church in any Parts of the World, formed ac- 


cording to the Apoſtolical Model; who may be faid to be 


in their Doctrine and Fellowſhip ; having at leaſt one Apo- 
Ale, or a Succeſſor to the Apoſtles, in the Fulneſs of Power gi- 
ven them by our Lord's Commiſſion, to. preſide in Juriſdiction 
and Ordination. Such Churches are true Parts of the Ca- 
tholick Church, whether conſiſting of many or fewer Chrifti- 
ans, and may be united into one, although gathered out of 
ſeveral Nations ; if not interfering with the Orders and Rules 
of the Church Catholick ; and may be Churches in ſuch 
and ſuch Nations, although thoſe Nations may not be chri- 
ian. But when any Nation becomes Chriſtian, i. e. by any 
authentick, national Act eſtabliſneth Chriſtianity for the Reli- 


gion of ſuch Nation, and receives ſuch a Model of the Church 


of Chriſt as was ſettled by the Apoſtles, that makes a zatior- 
at Church; the Largeneſs of which may require many of the 
ſuperior Order of Officers or Succeſſors to the Apoſtles, to 
anſwer the Ends of Government and Ordination, aud there- 
fore although thoſe by Office are equal, the Preſervation of 
Order in the Church will require Rules for Precedency; hence 
we find early in the Church Mezropolitans, Primates, Arch- 
Biſhops, as well as among the inferior Orders, Arch-Preſby- 
ters, Arch-Deacons, Deans, Prebends and Canons. And 
ſuch is the Nation of Eugland, firſt a Civil Society Indepen- 


dent ; having a Right to govern it ſelf, and make Laws 


to regulate its own moſt important Affairs, without being lia- 
ble to the Controul of any —— upon Earth; then adopt- 

ing Chriſtianity into their Conſtitution, and by authentick 
Laws making it the Religion of the Eng/i/ Nation, provid- 
ing for the Support and Dignity of Biſhops, and the Main- 
tenance of the inferior Clergy, and for the decent Perfor- 
mance of the Chriſtian Worſhip ; and thus become a Chri- 
Rian Church, the Church of England: Which is the ſame 
as the Nation of England become Chriſtian, and a true Part 
or Member of the one Catholick Church. 


Such a Church united into one and regularly formed as a 
Member of the Catholick Church may alſo. be divided into 
Parts of the ſame Name, thus Metropolitical and Diocæſan 


Churches may be Members of a National Church, and Pa- | 
| | 2 rochial | 
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rochial Churches may be Parts of a Diocæſan; by having 
a common Government and regular Subordination they ate 
united in one, how many Parts ſoever; and by whatever 
Means diſtinguiſhed ; but even a Parochial Church or fingle 
Congregation, if it belongs to the Catholick Church of 
Chriſt as a true Member thereof, muſt have its Clergy or- 
dained by and in Subordination to, ſuch Officer or Officers in 
the Church as have derived their Power of Preſidency and 
Ordination from the Apoſtles, as Succeſſors to them in the 
Power with which they were inveſted by our Lord himſelf. 
And this may be ſaid of all the Congregations in Communion 
with the Church of England; our Clergy are ordained by 
Biſhops, who regularly ſucceed the Apoſtles in the Power of 
juriſdiction and Ordination, have a decent Regularity eſta- 
bliſhed by the Legiſlature of the Nation, as Governors com- 
bined in one national Church, and common Rules and Laws 
properly enacted, to which the Members of every Congre- 
gation are {abject 3 and thus make one Church. 


Our Conſtitution has been ſo often proved truly primitive 
and apoſtolical, i. e. agreeing well with the apoſtolical 
Practice and Rules; and the Practice of the Primi- 
tive Church, that I will ſuppoſe nothing needs to be 
added here upon this Head: Eſpecially conſidering what 
I have ſaid already in Anſwer to Mr. Hobart's Ohjections 
againſt the different Orders in our Church. And if we may 
ſuppoſe the Conſtitution of our national Church to be regular 
and good, our Prelates, Succeſſors to the Apoſtles in their 
Power of Ordination and Juriſdiction ; and this Church con- 
tinuing ſtedfaſt in the Apoſtles Doctrine and Fellowiſhip, 
(which I hope may be ſaid truly as well as boldly) it 
may ſurely be urged upon every Man, that is Bg, 
that belongs to this Nation, and is properly a Part of 
it, in whatever Corner he may live, that his Duty 
obliges him to be of the Commuion of the Church 
of England: And not to make Profeſſion of any Sort 
of Religion that is oppoſite thereto. If it be every 
Man's indiſpenſible Duty to be a Chriſtian, the ſame Duty 
will oblige him to be and continue a Member of the Church 
of Chriſt which is his Body, to preſerve and maintain the 
Peace, Order and Unity of the Body, and eſpecially — — 
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Part to which he particularly belongs ; which will infer the 
Duty of reverencinz and ſubmitting to the Officers regu- 
larly preſiding and governing in ſuch Church ; which being 
the Biſhops of the Church of England in chief, every one that 
makes a Part of this Nation, owe Reverence and Submiſſion 


to them, under Chriſt, and may eſteem our Saviour's Words 


to his Apoſtles applicable to ſuch Prelates ; He that deſpiſeth 
you, deſpiſeth me, &c. r | 


Their Authority as the Apoſtles Succeſſors, gives Virtue 


and Influence to the Powers of Preſbyters and Deacons, to 
tranſat with Men in the Name of Chriſt, whatſoever they 
are intruſted to perform in reconciling Sinners to GOD, and 
applying the Seals of the Covenant of Grace. 'The Neglect, 
Contempt and Diſobedience ſhew'd to theſe, is therefore a 
very great Breach of Duty, theſe are ſuch as the Apoſtle 
commands Chriſtians to obey and ſubmit to, Heb. 13. 17. 
Obey them that have the Rule over you, and ſubmit yourſelves ; 


for they watch for your Souls, as they that muſt give Account 


that they may do it with Foy and not with Grief ; for that is 
unprofitable for you. The Greek Word here rendered hem 


that have the Rule over you, ſignifies Governors, ſuch as 


Prelates are in the Church: There are many Texts in the 
New-Teſtament, forbidding Diviſions, requiring the Preſer- 
vation of Unity, Peace and Order, and Submiſſion to Go- 
vernment, that might be alledged as clear Proofs upon this 


Head; and the Pleas from Foleratbon or Charter can't evade 


their Force, but I will rather proceed to anſwer what may 
appear to be an Objection againſt the Neceſſity of conform- 


ing to the Church of England in Connecticut, as contained in 


Mr. Hobart's Diſcourſe, and that is, that by joining in Com- 
munion with the Church of England, 2 


1. They forſake the Communion of regularly inſtituted 


and well- governed Churches of Chriſt, P. 25. And become 
« Inſtrumental in deſtroying an eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution fo 
« exactly agreeable to the Goſpel.” - Now if he had 


proved as well as ſaid, that the Congregations in Connecticut 
are. a Communion of regularly inſtituted and well- governed 
Churches, that have a Conſtitution eccleſiaſtical exactly agree- 
able to the Goſpel ; it would have been very much to the 
+ . Purpoſe, 


— 


an 
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Force, to take off the Neceſſity I have been urging ; and 


of the Church of England, &c. 39 
Purpoſe, and indeed no Pleas without this can be of any 


if what he depends upon to ſupport this Pretence proves a 
Miſtake, the Neceſſity lying upon every Man to conform to 


the Church, will revolve in full Strength; and muſt be urged 


forceably, upon all Orders of Men among them, Rulers and 
People. 


Without a Clergy regularly authorized to miniſter in the - 
Church of GOD, he will not pretend an eccleſiaſtical 
Conſtitution agreeable to the Goſpel. What Countenance be 
pleads to their Manner of ordaining from the Ordination of 
Paul and Barnabas and Timothy, 1 have already conſidered, 
as alſo his Plea, that Chriſt's Commiſſion to his Apoſtles, was 
a Commiſſion to every Miniſter, and therefore conveyed the 
Right of ordaining to every Miniſter, as well as all other 
Powers given by that Commiſſion, Matth. 28. 19. unto the 
Apoſtles ; the Abſurdity of this Suppoſition I have alſo con- 
ſidered and refuted, and ſceing he confeſſeth Page 17. All 
* to whom this Commiſſion belongs have full and equal Right 
* to uſe all the Power and Authority contained in it, and 
* they to whom it does not belong, are no Miniſters of 
* Chriſt, nor do they derive any Authority from him.” I 
aſſume, this Commiſſion belongs not to their Miniſters, 1. e. 
as a Commiſſion given by Chriſt to any of them, much leſs 
all and every Sort of them, he makes the Concluſion himſelf, 
which I hope will be attended to, more ſeriouſly as coming 
from him. And their Confidence muſt abate, in Proportion 


to the Uncertainty of their Plea, that the Apoſtles Com- 


miſſion is their Commiſſion to act in the Name of 
Chriſt, | | | 


It ought to be conſidered that this Opinion is contrary to 
the Senſe of all Chriſtians that own an Inequality of Order, 
and therefore all the famous and noted Churches from the 
Apoſtles Days; and if true, denies any Superiority in the 
Apoſiles themſelves over the Elders they ordained in every 


City; which I am perſuaded few Men of Senſe, upon cool 
Reflection, will give into. Fe 


Beſides, if this Commiſſion had been intended for all Mi- 
* | © niſters 
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niſters of Chriſt, don't Reaſon tell us, that Rules and Me- 
thods for deſignating Miniſters would have been neceſſary, 
and Compliance with ſuch Methods and Rules a Quali- 
fication, for enjoying Chriſt's Commiſſion. And can we 


think the — — Rules and Laws have no — orce in f uch : 
Caſes ? 


If Impoſition of commiſſionated Hands is neceſſary, this 
alone will be ſufficient to ſhew the utmoſt Irregularity and 
Confuſion in the Connecticut Conſtitution, which having al- 
lowed Lay- Ordination, in the Inſtances of Meſſirs Eliot at 
Guilford, Buckingham at Sea- Brook, Chauncy at Stratford, and 
how many more I know not; from whom the preſent Sett 
of Miniſters derive their Ordination, at leaſt many of them ; 
whom Mr. Hobart's Concluſion diſcards from any Pretence of 
Authority from Chriſt. And for my Part, I don't believe 
the reſt ſubſiſt upon any better Foundation; becauſe ſuch 
Ordainers, receive no Power from, by or under, the Com- 
miſſion given to the Apoſtles, for the Work of ordaining, 
and were guilty of U ſurpation, and Diſobedience to the 
lawful en ol the Church, in pretending to it. 


The awful: Guilt of Scbifm, as Mr. Hobart juſtly calls it, 
was contracted by thoſe who began the Separation in Eng- 
land, renounced the Authority of their Governors, and in- 
vited diſcontented People to join in their Diſobedience ; to 
deſpiſe their lawful and faithful Guides, and ſet up Parties 
againſt them, in Defiance of the Laws both of Church and 
State, and after the Guilt contraſted by ſuch Diſobedience 
and ſchiſmatical Separations, what Influence could croſſing 
the Waters have, to purge theſe Crimes ? or juſtify the 
ſame diſobedient Tempers, and unlawful Praclices, in a new 
Country dependent on, and a Part of the Nation of England ? 
Nor have theſe Principles ar dividing Practices grown more 
innocent by long Continuance, a Spirit of Contempt and 
Diſobedience has been propagated with great Induſtry, a- 
gainſt the lawful Governors of the Church; to prevent, if 
poſlible, the Generations yet unborn, from returning to the 
Unity of Chriſt's Church; this Mr. Hobart's Sermon is an 
Inſtance and Proof of. And if the Separation be kept on 
Foot 6 in Old. England, theſe 1 in nin _ 

their 
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their Guilt upon themſelves ; not only by acting upon their 
principles; but juſtifying their Contempt and Diſobedience, 
by denying and diſputing againſt alt Epiſcopal Power, ſupe- 
rior to that of Preſbyters, and refuſing the Communion of 
choſe that ſubmit to ſuch a Power moſt regularly eſtabliſhed, 
And now purſuant to their, own Practice againſt the Church, 
the New-Lights are paying them in their own Coin by 
the Separations they are carrying on, | | A 


. He would have People think they rather act againſt 
their Duty in conforming to the Church of England, be- 
cauſe they have been baptized and educated in their 
Churches. . | ͤTm?F 


This needs but little Anſwer; for ſuch an Argument | 
would have the ſame Force in Behalf of the moſt corrupt 5 
Religion, and againſt the moſt neceſſary Duty, if Men muſt F 
think themſelves obliged to abide by the Choice of their | 7 
Parents in their Behalf, when they come to be able to diſ- 

cover their Errors. And as to what he ſays, of the wicked 

Practice of learning ſuch Children the Church Catechiſm 3 

I will only ſay, it might be more proper to begin with the 

Creed, or ele to aſk the Children that have had ſuch Bap- 

tiſm, What Anſever do the Children of the Church give ? 

when aſked, Who gave you that Name? And when aſked, 

What did your God- Fathers, &c.* 


3. The laſt Thing I obſerve that has any Appearance of 
an ObjeRion againſt the Neceſſity of conforming to the Church 
is Page 26. that heir Conſtitution © has been ſignally owned 
and Rog for promoting Religion in the Power and Prac- 
* tice of it.” | 8 


* Sach Children would be thus put in Mind, that 
ſomething more is done by Baptiſm in the Church, 
than is pretended in the Meetings. And I can eſteem 
ſuch Children, but im the Order of Catechumens, until 
they make the Stipulations themſelves at Confirmation, 


OCR 


42 V indication of the Profeſſors 
If by /fignally owned, Mr. Hobart intends any Events or 
Influences by which GOD has teſtified that he owns and 
approves their Conſtitution, as it is Anti-Epiſcopal, and op- 
Polite to the national Eſtabliſhment, it would have been very 
much to his Purpoſe to have related ſome of the moſt re- 
markable of thoſe Events, that they might be fairly exa- 
mined, to try. what Evidence might be gathered from them, 
of GOD's owning their Conſſitution, as he calls it, very im- 
properly ; for all the Approbation their religious Models 
have had, conſidering their Varieties, Mutations, FluQuations, 
Uncertain: ies, &c. will not make a Thing that may be called 
a Con/iituiion, The Apoſtles of our Saviour were /ignally 
owned of GOD, in preaching the DoQtrines of Chriſt, and 
teſtifying that GOD had raiſed him from the Dead, and 
thereby declared him to be bis Son, the Meſſiah promiſed, 
and that there was no other Name given among Men 
whereby they could be ſaved. The /igna/ly owning them 
was by ſuch Events, as demonſtrated a Divine Power co- 
operating with and in them : GOD bearing them Witneſs 
both with Signs and Wendcri, and diverſe Miracles and Gifts 
of the Holy Gho/?, Heb. 2. 4. If Mr. Hobart has any Thing 
of this Nature to produce it may be called fgnally owned 
of GOD ; but if he means nothing but their boaſted 
Converſions and ſome Inftances of Zeal in their Ways of 
Religion; it wil appear nothing miraculous, and perhaps 
all he means by Religion in the Power and Practice of it 
promoted by their Ways, will not exceed the Righteouſ- 
neſs of. the Scribes and Phariſees, nay perhaps it will not 
exceed the Rightcouſneſs of Quakers, or even many bi- 
n Papiſts: I hope it will not affront his humble 
Saintſhip, to tell him that Multitudes in the Church of 
England, may be found, whoſe Practice is a much better 
Tranſcript of our Lord's Example and the Precepts of his 
Goſpel, than ſuch as he would boaſt f. | 


What I have ſaid already renders it needleſs to en- 
large here, only I would take Notice, that the  great- 
eſt Zeal and Application in ſome Inſtances, nay many 
Inſtances of Duty, may conſiſt with a State of great 

Imperfection and Hypocriſy ; and always does ſo, yes 
r 5 9 = 


c 5 pe r ; p | . 9 
of the Church of England, &c. 43 
F ſome eſſential Part of our Duty is overlooked and neg- 
lected : The Jews in the Prophet Micab's Time were 

very zealous in obſerving the Rites of Mofſes's Law 3 
d they ſpared no Coſt for Sacrifices and Offerings, and 

"when the Lord ſends his Prophet to expoſtulate with 
| them for Ingratitude, they return a murmuring diſcon- 
: tented Anſwer, as if they could not deviſe what more 
{ GOD would have of them; Micah 6. 6, 7. Where- 

with fall J come before the LORD, &c. ——— Shall 1 

offer my Firſt- born for my Tranſgrefſion, &c, i. e. Will | 
not GOD be pleaſed unleſs we offer our Children in 
Sacrifice as the Heathen do ? The Prophet Jets them 
know that their Murmuring was without Reaſon, they 
had Means enough to know what GOD required of 
them. Verſe 8. He hath ſbecbed thee, O Man, what = 
7s good, &c. They ſeemed' to think, no Fault could be 1 
found with a People ſo godly : But yet were very de- 
fective in ſome Parts of their Duty as important as their J 
Godlineſs. Obedience to Superiors and Governors, in Church | 
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and State is an important Duty for Chriſtians, to Hello 
5 with all Men and Holineſs, to keep the Unity of 
the Spirit in the Bond of Peace ; ſuch Duties require Sub- | 
miſſion to the Government and Orders of the Church : If 
our Biſhops are veſted with Power from Chriſt, as Governors | 
in his Church, let thoſe who are taught to deſpiſe them, and 
thoſe that uſurp their Authority and perſwade others to act 
. In Oppoſition to and Contempt of them, conſider the Con- 
ſequence of their Behaviour, and not ſuffer themſelves to be 
flattered into an Opinion of their great Sanctity, while their 
Practice is ſo wide of their Duty in Inſtances of ſo much 
Importance, and on which more may depend than they, at 
preſent, may be aware of. I only add my earneſt Wiſhes 
and Prayer to GOD that all thoſe that are in Error may 
be brought into the Way of Truth and Salvation, And 
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„He, wi Your affectionate Friend, &c. 
June 22, 1747. 25 * 


J. Wetmore. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


TR. Hobart Page 26, expreſſeth a great Veneration for 

our Fore-F athers, and repreſents as though all 
Manner of Irreligion and Profaneneſs was owing to 
the Prevalence of the Church of England. In this he 
ſhews himſelf to be the Reverſe of our good Fore-Fa- 
| thers ; for they acknowledged with the utmoſt Gratitude 
that all the Good, that was in them they derived from tie. 
- Church of England, whom they call their dear Mother, — 
Mr. Hobart therefore, and ſuch as he, are degenerate Chil- 
dren of our good Fore-Fathers ; and know not what they 
really were. Let him therefore and every. one that 
pretends to follow them, hear what. the chief and beſt of 
them ſay in their Letter to the Biſhops and - Clergy and 
People — the Church of England, whom they call their 
Fathers and Brethren, from on Board the Ship Arabella, 
dated April 7. 1630. intreating their n for their ad 
perity.— Their Words are theſe. 


ce We ES you therefore b the Mercies of the Lord 
& Jeſus, to conſider us as your Brethren, ſtanding in very 
« great Need of your Help, and earneſtly imploring it. 
« And however your Charity may have met with ſome Oc- 
44 caſion of Diſcouragement through the Miſreport of our 
< Intentions, or through the Diſaffection or Indiſeretion of 
“ ſome of us, or rather among us ; (for we are not of thoſe 
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2 Py | of Perfection in this World,) yet we defies 
« you would be pleaſed to take Notice of the Pri 

% and Body of our Company, as thoſe who eſteem it our 

« Honour to call the Church of England, from whence we 

ce riſe, our dear Mother; and we cannot part from our 


« native Country, where ſhe ſpecially reſideth without much 
„ Sadneſs of Heart and many Tears in our Eyes; ever 
« acknowledging, that ſuch Hope and Part as we have 
e obtained in the Common Salvation, we have received in 
& her Boſom, and ſucked from her Breaſts. We leave her 
| ©. not therefore as loathing that Milk wherewith we were 
„ nouriſhed there, but bleſſing GOD for the Parentage and 
Education, as Members of the ſame Body, ſhall always 
* rejoice in her Good, and unfeignedly grieve for any Sor- 
% row that may ever betide her, and, while we have Breath, 
„ fincerely defire and endeavour the Continuance and A- 
« bundance of her Welfare, with the Enlargement of her 
* Bounds in the Kingdom of Chrift Jeſus. Be pleaſed 
* therefore, Rev'd Fathers and Brethren to help forward 
* this Work now in Hand,” &c. &. The whole deſerves 
to be written in Letters of Gold. This Letter was 
ſigned by Jobn Winthrop Governor, Richard Saltonſtall, 
Haac Johnſon, Thomas Dudley, William Coddington, and many 
more.— Thus ſpake the good Fathers and Founders of New- 
England; and would to GOD Mr. Hobart and all their 
Children had the ſame bleſſed Temper which they had, and 
would ſtill and forever [peak as they did. 


THE EMND. 


